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1. Social transnationalism

� Transnationalism, in general, refers to multiple ties and 
interaction linking people or institutions across the borders 
of nation-states (Vertovec, 2009). of nation-states (Vertovec, 2009). 

� Social Transnationalism explores forms of cross-border 
interactions and mobility which have expanded across 
physical space by looking at the individual level (Mau 
2010)



2. Horizontal Europeanization and 
‚transactionalism‘ (Deutsch)

� Transactionalism (Deutsch 1953): integration as dependent on the 
density and intensity of the exchange of information, capital, goods 
and peopleand people

� Deutsch’s approach emphasizes that economic and political 
transactions between countries also bring about more close-knit 
exchanges between individuals. 

� In course of the intensification of cross-border exchanges, more and 
more people become aware of the advantages of this exchange and 
also participate in transnational interaction



3. Macro-level determinants of social 
transnationalism: Hypotheses

� Resarch question: Why do countries differ in the extent to 
which their citizens participate in forms of social 
transnationalism?

� Macro-level forces driving social transnationalism:

1. geographic characteristics
2. modernization
3. internationalization



3.1 Geographic characteristics and 
social transnationalism

� Hypothesis H1: People living in small-sized states and 
small-population countries are more prone to engage in small-population countries are more prone to engage in 
social transnationalism than others 



3.2 Modernization and social 
transnationalism

� Hypothesis H2: The higher the level of modernization in a 
given country, the more likely do its inhabitants engage in given country, the more likely do its inhabitants engage in 
different forms of social transnationalism 



3.3 Internationalization and social 
transnationalism

� Hypothesis H3: The higher the level of internationalization 
of a given country, the more likely do its inhabitants take of a given country, the more likely do its inhabitants take 
part in different forms of social transnationalism 



4. Data, variables and method

� Data source: Eurobarometer 65.1 (2006)

� Number of countries in our sample: 25� Number of countries in our sample: 25

� Number of respondents: 21.961



Response variables

� Response variables: 
1. „In the last 12 months, have you visited another EU country”
2. “In the last 12 months, have you socialised with people from 2. “In the last 12 months, have you socialised with people from 

another EU country”

Response categories: 1. ‘yes, on several occasions’, 2. 
‘yes, once or twice’ and 3. ‘no’ (discrete, ordinal-scaled!)



Contextual variables

1. Geography: territory size (area in km²), population size 
(number of inhabitants within country)

2. Modernization: Human Development Index (HDI), GDP 
per Capita (in 1000 US $)

3. Internationalization: Duration of EU membership; 
Economic Globalization (KOF-Index); Foreign-born 
population (in per cent of total population)



Individual-level control variables

� migrational background (yes/no)
� foreign nationality (yes/no)
� age� age
� education
� community size
� social class



Method

� Multilevel analysis

� Ordered logistic multilevel models� Ordered logistic multilevel models

� The outcome of the response variable is conceived as the 
result of an underlying non-observed continuous variable 
(Snijders and Bosker, 1999: 223)





5. Results

Characteristic visit another EU country socialize with people from another 
EU country

population size 0 0

population size (logged) 0 0

Macro-level determinants of social transnationalism:
Results from estimating separate multilevel models

population size (logged) 0 0

territory size 0 0

territory size (logged) 0 –

human development index + +

GDP per Capita + +

EU membership (duration) + +

Economic Globalization (KOF) + +

Foreign-born population + +



6. Discussion

� Divides with regard to social transnationalism – both on 
the individual and contextual level

� The ongoing process of social transnationalism seems to � The ongoing process of social transnationalism seems to 
be to a large extent dependent on the question whether 
the process of economic convergence will be successful 
in the EU eventually

� The various political and economic efforts to remove 
national barriers to border-crossing mobility seem to be 
not in vain.
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